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T
itanium dioxide (TiO2) is a proven
support for metal, metal oxide, and
semiconductor nanoparticles, as well

as sensitizers. The composites are relevant to
strong metal support interaction (SMSI)
studies,1�7 catalysis, photocatalysis, and en-
ergy applications. As a catalyst, Pt,8 Au,9 and
Cu9 nanoparticles on TiO2 facilitate the
water�gas shift reaction. As a photocatalyst,
Ag nanoparticles on TiO2 can oxidize10/
reduce11,12 organics, demonstratemulticolor
photochromism,13 and act as substrates for
surface-enhanced Raman scattering (SERS).14

Pt nanoparticles on TiO2 can hydrogenate
alkenes and alkynes,15 decompose car-
boxylic acids to methane,16 and enable
photoassisted water�gas shift reactions.17,18

Au nanoparticles on TiO2 can oxidize car-
bon monoxide19,20 and partially oxidize
propylene.20 In terms of energy applica-
tions, semiconductor nanoparticles21 and
sensitizers22�24 on TiO2 can absorb visible
light for solar cells. Ag and Au nanoparti-
cles on TiO2 can absorb visible light in
photoelectrochemical cells via surface
plasmon resonance.25 Metal26,27 and metal
oxide26 nanoparticles on TiO2 are applic-
able for synthesizing solar fuels, including
Pt on TiO2 for water splitting.

28�30

Nanoparticles can be loaded onto TiO2

via a photocatalytic mechanism or from
nanoparticle formation in solution followed
by adsorption onto the surface. The photo-
catalytic mechanism offers several advant-
ages including the control of size and
distribution of nanoparticles on TiO2.

31,32

Also, nanoparticles photocatalytically de-
posited onto TiO2 show evidence of effec-
tive charge transfer compared to deposition
from solution.33 Furthermore, the photoca-
talytic mechanism allows for the fabrication
ofmulticomponent nanostructures through
charge transfer and reduction, ensuring
good contact between the components.34

The photodeposition of nanoparticles onto

TiO2 films from a direct photocatalytic me-
chanism (heterogeneous photodeposition)
cannot be visually distinguished from for-
mation of nanoparticles in solution followed
by adsorption onto the surface (homo-
geneous photodeposition).16 The two photo-
deposition mechanisms can be visually dis-
tinguished, however, by using an ordered
linear array of TiO2 nanoparticles in place
of a TiO2 film and observing selective de-
position onto the TiO2 nanoparticles versus
deposition on the entire surface of the
substrate. Several types of nanoparticles
have been vapor deposited and decorated
on steps of highly oriented pyrolytic gra-
phite (HOPG) at room temperature: Ag,35,36

Ni,37,38 Bi,39 Ru,40 Al,41 Pt.42 Ordered linear
arrays were obtained with Ag35,36,43 and
Au44 nanoparticles at elevated substrate
temperatures. Previous to the work re-
ported here, there is no clear evidence of
ordered linear arrays of Ti or TiO2 nano-
particles decorating steps of HOPG, although
titanium has been vapor deposited on
HOPG at room temperature.45

In this study, we used physical vapor de-
position to grow TiO2 on HOPG at various
temperatures. After decorating steps of HOPG
with TiO2 nanoparticles, we photodeposited
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ABSTRACT Ordered linear arrays of titanium dioxide nanoparticles were fabricated on highly

oriented pyrolytic graphite utilizing a step edge decoration method. Ag- or Pt-based nanoparticles

were then photodeposited onto the titanium dioxide nanoparticles (∼18 nm) to simultaneously

verify photocatalytic activity and to demonstrate a viable route to load the titanium dioxide

nanoparticles with metals. Scanning electron microscopy and atomic force microscopy determined

the morphology, size, and distribution of the particles. X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy confirmed

the identity of the titanium dioxide nanoparticles, and transmission electron microscopy showed

that some of the particles were rutile single crystals. Energy-dispersive X-ray spectroscopy and X-ray

photoelectron spectroscopy determined the chemical composition of the metal-based nanoparticles

selectively loaded on the linear arrays of titanium dioxide nanoparticles.
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Ag- or Pt-based particles onto the TiO2 nanoparticles.
Themorphology and distribution of TiO2 on HOPG and
those loaded with Ag- or Pt-based particles were
imaged with scanning electron microscopy (SEM) or
atomic force microscopy (AFM). The composition and
crystal structure of samples were determined from
X-rayphotoelectron spectroscopy (XPS), energy-dispersive

X-ray spectroscopy (EDS), or transmission electron
microscopy (TEM).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Physical Vapor Deposition of TiO2 onto HOPG. Ti was
deposited onto HOPG using physical vapor deposi-
tion, using a range of substrate temperatures to
control the mobility of Ti adatoms and induce step
decoration. Upon annealing and oxidation from re-
sidual oxygen and water vapor in the evaporator, the
resultingmorphologies were imaged with SEM. When
the sample holder was held at 200 �C during Ti
deposition, a thin film formed on the surface of the
substrate (Figure 1A). When the sample holder was
held at 400 �C during Ti deposition, dendritic struc-
tures, with diameters ranging from 20 to 100 nm,
grew on the terraces (Figure 1B). At 550 �C, round and
rod-shaped nanoparticles exclusively decorated the
step edges of the substrate despite increased deposi-
tion thickness and flux (Figure 1C). The mean gap size
between the particles is 10 nm, and the decoration of
step edges extends tens of micrometers.

A zoomed out SEM image of the nanoparticles
shows additional decoration of steps (Figure 2A). The
mean pseudodiameter of the particles was 18 nm
(Figure 2B). The nanoparticles in the region with a high
density of steps were smaller (17 nm) than those along
the four steps below that were roughly equidistant
apart (20 nm). The majority of smaller nanoparticles
(5�25 nm) had aspect ratios less than 2 and were thus
round or nearly round (Figure 2C). In comparison, the
majority of larger nanoparticles (26�50 nm) had larger
aspect ratios and were rod-shaped (Figure 2D).

The heights of the round and rod-shaped nanopar-
ticles were compared using AFM (Figure 3A). The line
scan of the AFM image measured the height of the
round particles to be ∼15 nm and roughly double the
height of rods (Figure 3B). The height discrepancy may
be a result of greater adatom vertical diffusion in the
formation of round-shaped particles versus lateral dif-
fusion in the formation of rod-shaped particles.

The composition and crystallinity of the nanoparti-
cles were determined with XPS and TEM. In the XPS
spectrum, the Ti 2p spin�orbit doublet is associated
with Ti 2p3/2 at a binding energy of 459.7 eV and

Figure 1. SEM images of TiO2 on HOPG fabricated with the following conditions: (A) Ta sample holder at 200 �C, deposition
thickness 0.7 nm, flux 0.04 nm/min; (B) Ta sample holder at 400 �C, deposition thickness 1.2 nm, flux 0.12 nm/min; (C) Cu
sample holder at 550 �C, deposition thickness 1.8 nm, flux 0.3 nm/min. Experiments involving a second thermocouple
positioned against the back of the substrate measured temperatures between 800 and 860 �C.

Figure 2. (A) SEM image of TiO2 nanoparticles decorating
stepsofHOPG. (B) Size distribution ofparticles in frameA. (C)
Aspect ratio distribution of 5�25 nmparticles in frameA. (D)
Aspect ratio distribution of 26�50 nm particles in frame A.
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Ti 2p1/2 at a binding energy of 465.2 eV (Figure 4A). The
binding energies agree with TiO2

46,47 and not of ele-
mental Ti (454.1 eV).46 Because of the capability to
probe a depth of∼10 nm from the surface, which was
essentially the full depth of many of the nanoparticles,
XPS confirmed complete oxidation of Ti to TiO2 of
many particles.

The TEM imagedisplays a single-crystal nanoparticle
with a width of∼25 nm (Figure 4B). A d spacing of 3.2 Å
was measured from the lattice fringes and fast Fourier
transform (FFT) in the inset and corresponds to the 110
plane of rutile TiO2.

48 The crystal structure disagrees
with the most thermodynamically stable phase of TiO2

based on particle size: anatase (<11 nm), brookite
(11�35 nm), and rutile (>35 nm).49 This discrepancy
may be a result of the kinetic growth process of the
nanoparticle. Other nanoparticles examined using TEM
were also rutile, and many were single crystals.

The decoration of Ti nanoparticles on steps of HOPG
required that the substrate remain at elevated tem-
peratures during physical vapor deposition because
the supplied thermal energy provided Ti adatoms
mobility.35 With minimal heat, adatoms converged,
nucleated, and captured additional adatoms to form
dendritic structures on terraces before moving to step
edges.42,44 At higher substrate temperatures, the mo-
bility of the adatoms increased such that the adatoms
moved to the step edges, nucleating particles,50 before
nucleation could occur on the terraces. The step edges
consist of carbon atoms with fewer coordination
numbers,51 free radicals, alcohols, carbonyls, or car-
boxlic acids52 and aremore likely to trap the Ti adatoms
than the carbon atoms on the terraces. The distribution
of smaller particles in areas with a higher density of
steps agrees with the theory of steps trapping mobile

adatoms in the vicinity, as in the case of Ag on HOPG.35

The pressure in the evaporator was not in ultrahigh
vacuum (∼1 � 10�6 Torr) and signals the presence of
residual air. Oxygen and/or water in the residual air
oxidized Ti to TiO2 during physical vapor deposition
and 3 h of annealing. Oxidation may have also occurred
upon subsequent exposure to ambient air.

The actual temperature required to induce step
decoration of the Ti/TiO2 nanoparticles on HOPG is
much higher than the temperature measured on the
Cu sample holder, and the substrate radiated bright
orange in a dark room. Experiments involving a
thermocouple positioned against the back of the
substrate measured temperatures between 800 and
860 �C. These temperatures were higher than those
observed in the step edge decoration of other ele-
ments (Ag,35,36,43 Ni,37,38 Bi,39 Au44) above room tem-
perature and agree with the expected relatively
strong interaction between Ti and graphene.53 The
interaction, via hybridization of Ti adatom 3d orbitals
with graphene orbitals, has been described as cova-
lent, and calculations predict a relatively high diffu-
sion barrier (0.5 eV). In the case of Au and graphene,
the interaction is described as weaker and calcula-
tions predict a lower diffusion barrier (<0.01 eV). The
rutile TiO2 nanoparticles, less than 25 nm, may exhibit
enhanced photocatalytic activity compared to larger
particles.54 In addition, single crystals will not suffer

Figure 4. (A) Ti 2p XPS spectrum of TiO2 nanoparticles on
HOPG. (B) TEM image of a TiO2 nanoparticle single crystal.
The inset is the FFT of the lattice fringes and reveals the 110
plane of rutile TiO2.

Figure 3. (A) AFM image of TiO2 nanoparticles decorating
steps of HOPG. (B) Line scan of the height of nanoparticles in
frame A.
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from charge recombination at grain boundaries com-
pared to polycrystalline particles.55

Photodeposition of Ag-Based Nanoparticles onto TiO2 Nano-
particles. The photodeposition of Ag-based nanopar-
ticles onto TiO2 involved submerging a HOPG
substrate, containing steps decorated with TiO2 na-
noparticles, in an aqueous solution of AgNO3 and
trisodium citrate and irradiating the sample with
ultraviolet (UV) light. The presence of Ag-based
nanoparticles selectively deposited onto the TiO2

nanoparticles would suggest that photodeposition
occurred via a heterogeneous mechanism. On the
other hand, nanoparticles randomly deposited on the
HOPG surface would suggest that photodeposition
occurred via a homogeneous mechanism. As de-
scribed in the following, we observe predominantly
Ag deposition on the TiO2 nanoparticles, indicating
that themajor photodepositionmechanism is hetero-
geneous; however, we did observe some deposition

on the bare HOPG substrate indicative of either
homogeneous depositon or electroless deposition.
The photodeposition of Ag-based nanoparticles onto
TiO2 nanoparticles was followed by control experi-
ments that tested for electroless deposition.

After photodeposition, an SEM image was taken
and shows that many nanoparticles, with diameters
less than 5 nm, were dispersed over TiO2 nanoparticles
on the steps of theHOPG substrate (Figure 5A). A fewof
the particles are larger than 5 nm in width, and EDS
confirmed the particle labeled “Ag” is a silver nanopar-
ticle on top of a TiO2 nanoparticle (Figure 5B). A TEM
image shows a nanoparticle on a TiO2 nanoparticle
displayed in a lighter contrast (Figure 5C). From the FFT
in the inset, a d spacing of 2.4 Å was measured and
identified the 111 plane of Ag.56 Other areas on the
sample consisted of Ag particles over 50 nm wide
(Figure 6). A Ag 3d XPS spectrum of the sample was
deconvoluted to two spin�orbit doublets (Figure 7).
The spectrum containing a peak with a binding
energy at 368.4 eV corresponds to metallic Ag,
whereas the spectrum containing a peak with a bind-
ing energy at 367 eV corresponds to Ag oxides.46

The aforementioned EDS, XPS, and d space measure-
ments suggest that the nanoparticles on the TiO2

nanoparticle(s) in the SEM and TEM images are Ag or
Ag oxide.

The selective deposition of Ag-based nanoparticles
onto TiO2 nanoparticles indicates that the photodepo-
sition occurred via a heterogeneous mechanism.

Figure 5. (A) SEM image of Ag nanoparticles selectively
photodeposited onto TiO2 nanoparticles. (B) EDS of the
particle labeled “Ag” in frameA. The inset is an expansion of
the y-axis and shows the relevant signals. (C) TEM image of a
Ag nanoparticle on a TiO2 nanoparticle from the same
sample as in frame A. The inset is a FFT of the area of the Ag
nanoparticle, marked by a square, and identifies the 111
plane of Ag.

Figure 6. (A) SEM image of Ag particles (>50 nm) on a linear
array of TiO2 nanoparticles. (B) Zoomedout imageof frameA.

Figure 7. Ag 3d XPS spectrum of a sample consisting of Ag
nanoparticles on TiO2 nanoparticles decorated on steps of
HOPG. The binding energies correspond to metallic Ag and
Ag oxide.
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The rutile TiO2 nanoparticles (band gap ∼3 eV)57,58

absorbed UV light (365 nm) and generated electrons
that reduced the silver cations that adsorbed onto the
surface of the TiO2.

13 Agþ can be reduced because of a
greater positive standard reduction potential (0.8 V)
than Ti4þ of TiO2 (0.0 V).59 The photogenerated holes
oxidized citrate, in the solution, which likely decom-
posed to acetoacetate and CO2.

60 The larger Ag nano-
particles were likely a result of diffusion coalescence61

or Ostwald ripening.62 Two possible causes may ac-
count for the Ag oxide signal in the XPS spectrum:
chemical bonding between Ag and oxygen from TiO2

or growth of an oxide layer upon exposure to ambient
air. Some photodeposition experiments resulted in
samples containing nanoparticles, several hundred
nanometers wide, randomly deposited on the terraces
and supports a competing homogeneous photodepo-
sition mechanism. In future experiments, it may be
possible to optimize the heterogeneousmechanismby
reducing Agþ ions adsorbed onto TiO2 nanoparticles in
open air, instead of in a solution,13,32 or by controlling
the adsorption of Agþ on the TiO2 surface.

31

Upon repeating the photodeposition of Ag experi-
ment using HOPG decorated with TiO2 nano-
particles, but without UV light, no nanoparticles were
selectively deposited onto the TiO2 nanoparticles.
However, a very few sporadic Ag nanoparticles
(∼100 nm) randomly deposited at the steps and
terraces and suggests the minor presence of electro-
less deposition.

Upon repeating the photodeposition of Ag experi-
ment using HOPG without TiO2 nanoparticles and
without UV light, few Ag nanoparticles, ranging from
tens to hundreds of nanometers wide, randomly

deposited onto the large steps and terraces. The
absence of TiO2 nanoparticles exposed active sites at
the large steps,52 in addition to defects on the terraces,
may have resulted in the greater presence of electro-
less deposition.

From the control experiments, electroless deposi-
tion occurred in the experiments involving the photo-
deposition of Ag-based nanoparticles and cannot be
distinguished from homogeneous photodeposition.

Photodeposition of Pt-Based Nanoparticles onto TiO2 Nano-
particles. The photodeposition of Pt-based nanoparti-
cles onto TiO2 was similar to the silver case. A HOPG
substrate, containing steps decorated with TiO2 nano-
particles, was submerged in an aqueous solution con-
taining K2PtCl4 and trisodiumcitrate and irradiatedwith
UV light. We observed Pt-based nanoparticles selec-
tively deposited onto the TiO2 nanoparticles, indicating
that photodeposition occurred via a heterogeneous
mechanism. The photodeposition of Pt-based nano-
particles onto TiO2 nanoparticles was followed by control
experiments that tested for electroless deposition.

After photodeposition, an SEM image was taken
and shows a large coverage on the TiO2 nanoparticles
(Figure 8A). An EDS spectrum of the coverage labeled
“Pt compound” shows platinum and oxygen signals
that suggests the coverage includes platinum oxides
(Figure 8B). From a TEM image of the sample, the
coverage consists of an agglomeration of nanoparti-
cles (Figure 9A). The chemical composition of the
coverage is further analyzed with XPS (Figure 9B).
The Pt 4f spectrum can be deconvoluted to two
spin�orbit doublets. The spectrum containing a peak
with a binding energy at 74.6 eV corresponds to Pt
oxides (PtO, PtO2), whereas the spectrum containing a

Figure 8. (A) SEM image of a Pt compound selectively photodeposited onto TiO2 nanoparticles. (B) EDS of the coverage
labeled “Pt compound” in frame A.
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peak with a binding energy at 72.7 eV corresponds to
Pt(OH)2.

46 XPS did not detect elemental Pt, PtCl2, or
PtCl4 species.

The Pt�Cl bond in a similar Pt precursor, H2PtCl6, is
stable in an aqueous solution containing citrate at room
temperature.63 XPS did not detect PtCl2 or PtCl4 and
indicates complete decomposition of the Pt precursor.
Metallic Pt was also not detected by XPS and may be a
consequence of citrate actingmore as a stabilizer rather
than a reducing agent.64,65 XPS, however, detected Pt
oxides and Pt(OH)2. In previously reported work, PtO2

and Pt(OH)2 were observed as products of the photo-
catalytic deposition of Pt onto TiO2 in a solution using
H2PtCl6 as the Pt precursor, acetic acid as the electron
donor, and NaOH to control pH;66 the referenced ex-
periment indicates the likely occurrence of a hetero-
geneousmechanism inour experiment. Thepresence of
oxidesmay be due to the chemical bonding between Pt
and oxygen in TiO2 or oxidation of Pt nanoparticles.
Upon exposure to air and rinsing, Pt nanoparticles could
chemisorb oxygen67�69 and dissociate water,70,71 caus-
ing oxidation and adsorption of hydroxyls. The reactivity
for Pt nanoparticles is stronger than bulk because of a
greater relative presence of edges and vertices.72

The complete decomposition of the Pt precursor and

selective deposition onto the TiO2 nanoparticles signify
that the deposition of Pt-based nanoparticles onto TiO2

occurred via a heterogeneous mechanism.
Upon repeating the photodeposition of Pt experi-

ment using HOPG decorated with TiO2 nanoparticles,
but without UV light, no nanoparticles were selectively
deposited onto the TiO2 nanoparticles. Furthermore,
XPS confirmed no presence of Pt or Pt-based com-
pounds on the sample and indicates the absence of
electroless deposition. The control experiment also
negates the possibility of simple ligand exchange
between chloride, of the Pt precursor, with citrate or
hydroxide followed by adsorption onto the TiO2

nanoparticles.
Upon repeating the photodeposition of Pt experi-

ment using HOPG without TiO2 nanoparticles and
without UV light, no deposition occurred on the sub-
strate. The lack of deposition, confirmed with XPS,
again implies the absence of electroless deposition.

From the control experiments, electroless deposi-
tion played no role in the experiments involving the
photodeposition of Pt-based nanoparticles.

CONCLUSIONS

We fabricated ordered linear arrays of TiO2 nano-
particles on the steps of HOPG and observed many
rutile single crystals. The step edge decoration of Ti,
that oxidized to TiO2 during growth and annealing,
required higher substrate temperatures during de-
position compared to other elements because of a
relatively stronger interaction between Ti and the
graphite substrate. The ordered linear arrays of TiO2

nanoparticles, decorated on steps of HOPG, enabled
experiments that can distinguish between a hetero-
geneous and homogeneous photodeposition. The
photodeposition of Ag showed evidence of hetero-
geneous, homogeneous, and electroless deposition;
however, the photodeposition of Pt showed only
evidence of heterogeneous photodeposition. The
heterogeneous photodeposition of metal-based na-
noparticles confirmed the photocatalytic activity of
the TiO2 nanoparticles and demonstrated a viable
route to load the TiO2 nanoparticles with metal
nanoparticles.

METHODS
Physical Vapor Deposition of Film, Dendritic Structures, And Ordered

Linear Arrays of TiO2 Nanoparticles. HOPG (ZYB grade, Momentive
Performance), freshly cleaved to a thickness of less than 0.25
mm, was used as substrate. The substrates were placed in either
a tantalum sample holder or attached at opposite ends with
oxygen-free high-temperature copper sample holders (Mo
sample holders can work in place of Cu sample holders). The
Cu sample holders were used to resistively heat the substrates
at higher temperatures not obtainable by the Ta sample holder
that was used to radiatively heat the substrates. Both types of

sample holders were connected to separate power supplies.
The substrates were suspended at a∼57� angle from horizontal
and ∼11.5 cm above a Ti wire (Alfa Aesar) wrapped inside a W
coil (a Ti shot in a tungsten basket can also work). K-type
thermocouples were attached to each type of sample holder
and respective temperature controllers. The temperature con-
trollers operated the power supplies and maintained tempera-
ture on the sample holders via a feedback loop.

The substrates were heated above 200 �C in vacuum for a
minimum of 2 h to desorb water and organics on the surface
before being set to a deposition temperature. Titanium was

Figure 9. (A) TEM image of a Pt compound covering TiO2

nanoparticles. (B) Pt 4f XPS spectrum of the same sample as
in frameA. The binding energies correspond to Pt oxide and
Pt(OH)2.
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deposited on the substrate via physical vapor deposition
(Edwards 306A coating system), and the amount deposited
was measured using a quartz crystal microbalance (Edwards
model FTM5). The pressure before the deposition was ∼1 �
10�6 Torr, and the samples were annealed in vacuum for 3 h
after deposition.

Characterization of Ordered Linear Arrays of TiO2 Nanoparticles.
Images of the morphology, lateral dimensions, and distribution
of TiO2 nanoparticles were obtained using a field emission SEM
(Zeiss, Ultra Plus) with an InLens detector and an EDS detector
(Oxford). The number of particles, lateral surface areas, and
aspect ratios were determined using ImageJ image processing
software. A pseudodiameterwasdetermined for each particle by
equating the lateral surface area of the particle to that of a circle
and calculating a diameter. Heights of the nanoparticles were
obtained using AFM (Asylum MFP-3D-SA) with silicon tips
(Budget Sensors) in ACmode. Chemical identitywas determined
using XPS (ESCALAB MK II). The instrument is equipped with an
Al/Mg twin anode X-ray source and a 150 mm hemispherical
electron energy analyzer. Spectra were obtained using Al KR
radiation (1486.6 eV) with a base pressure of 1 � 10�9 Torr. The
constant analyzer energy mode was used at constant pass
energy for survey scans and narrow scans of 100 and 20 eV,
respectively. Binding energies were calibrated using the C 1s
peak of HOPG at 284.6 eV as a reference. The crystal structure of
the nanoparticles was determined using TEM (FEI/Philips CM-20).
The top layers of HOPG, with the nanoparticles, were cleaved
withScotch tapeandmeticulously placed in copper TEMgrids. The
d spacings of the nanoparticles were measured directly from
lattice fringes and FFT using Gatan DigitalMicrograph software.

Photodeposition of Ag- or Pt-Based Nanoparticles onto Ordered Linear
Arrays of TiO2 Nanoparticles. HOPG substrates, with linear arrays of
TiO2 nanoparticles, were placed in a quartz cuvette. For the
photodeposition of Ag, the quartz cuvette was filled with an
aqueous solution of 0.25 mM AgNO3 (all chemicals purchased
from Sigma-Aldrich) and 0.5 mM trisodium citrate. For the
photodeposition of Pt, the cuvette was filled with an aqueous
solution of 0.25 mM K2PtCl4 and 0.5 mM trisodium citrate. The
cuvette was slightly tilted such that the surface of the substrate,
with the TiO2 nanoparticles, was pressed against the inside
surface of the cuvette due to gravity. A thin film of solution
remained present between the surface of the cuvette and the
TiO2 nanoparticles. An optional mask was placed in front of the
cuvette such that only half of the sample surfacewas exposed to
incident light for a simultaneous control experiment. The solu-
tions were purged with nitrogen to degas oxygen for 30 min
prior to and during the photodeposition of Ag (3 h) or Pt (30
min). In a dark room, 365 nm light from a 200 W Hg lamp was
selected by a monochromator and focused onto the sample
surface. The sample was repositioned every hour to circulate
fresh solution between the cuvette window and sample surface.
After photodeposition, the samples were rinsed with deionized
water and dried with nitrogen.

Characterization of Ag- or Pt-Based Nanoparticles Photodeposited onto
Ordered Linear Arrays of TiO2 Nanoparticles. The size and distribution
of Ag- or Pt-based nanoparticles, photodeposited on linear
arrays of TiO2 nanoparticles, were determined from SEM and
TEM images. The chemical composition of the particles was
ascertained from EDS and XPS spectra. TEM sample preparation
and XPS parameters were the same as those described in the
section on characterization of TiO2 nanoparticles.
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